The tourism industry has become one of the most considerable economic sectors in the world. Gulf countries especially Bahrain included tourism as one of the most important exports that will help to diversify the country GNP dependence on oil exporting only. The main concern of ecotourism is to encourage the local inhabitants to involve in tourism activities, and stresses on conservation of nature by educating the visitors how to protect and respect the culture visited. This article is a behavioraloriented study that investigates and explains the preferences of tourists toward selected tourism sites in Bahrain. It is composed in twofold: first, it presents the research approach and the selection of the analyzed sites; second, it presents the findings concerning tourists' demographic and socioeconomic characteristics, tourism participation rates, and preferences toward tourism quality and levels of satisfaction.
The tourism industry has become one of the most considerable economic sectors in the world (Brakk, 2005) . GCC countries, especially Bahrain, included tourism as one of the most important exports that will help to diversify the country's GNP dependence on oil exporting only. However, little research has been done to highlight the driving factors of tourism and its impact on economic and cultural development (Nowak, Sahli and Sgro 2005), or focused on ways to outweigh these negatives through a cautionary management of tourism and increasing tourist willingness to pay, and ultimately tourism receipts (Mowfo and Munt, 2009; Cooper and Hall, 2011) . Brau and Cao (2006) pointed out the key issue of how to assess the transformation of tourist sites and destinations as the result of a rational attempt to respond to tourist attitudes.
Bahrain is experiencing rapid growth in tourism facilities, despite limited resources, physically and in Labor force. In study was done by World Tourism & Travel Council (WTTC, 2017), about the economic impact of tourism on the Gross Domestic Product GDP in Bahrain, they found the direct contribution of travel and tourism to GDP in Bahrain in 2016 was $1447 million, which represent 4.2% of GDP. This present is forecasted to increase by 1.5% in 2017.These results are a reflection of the economic activity generated by industries such as hotels, travel agencies, airlines, restaurants, leisure activities, and shopping. The total contribution of travel and tourism to GDP was $ 3553 million (10.4% of GDP) and is expected to grow by 3% in 2017. The study showed that travel and tourism in Bahrain generated 30,000 jobs directly (4.1 % of total employment, but the total contribution of travel and tourism was 78,000 in 2017, (10 %) of total employment. The year 2015 is set to be a milestone for sustainability in Bahrain, as governments are called upon to adopt the Post-2015 Development Agenda. The new agenda is transformative, people-centered and with bold and ambitious targets. The proposed sustainable development goals, comprise 17 goals. That will frame the global development agenda for the coming fifteen years. Tourism can contribute to sustainable development by minimizing poverty, hunger and offering more job opportunities for local communities (UNWTO, 2015).
Study Methodology
A common theme in tourism, recreation and natural attractions research has been to understand the preferences of individuals regarding the choice selection of destination.
Several behavioral models have been developed that address these perceptionsbehavior relation (Szell and Hallett 1V, 2013) . These general linear models of attitudes and behavior focused on single behaviors. The benefits of this approach approved to be valuable to understand the social psychology of individuals.
Some studies has emphasized the role of NGOs in developing tourism, and preserving the environment (Butcher, 2007) , also it helped decision makers to develop strategies and marketing policies to attract sizable waves of tourists and recreations. There- 
Sample of the Study
Sailing club (Figure 1 ). In this study the data was analyzed by tabulating the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of tourists as well as their preferences and evaluations of the recreational activities within the six sites.
This study analyzed questionnaires distributed at the following six sites:
1. Al-Bander Resort which is popular destination for relaxation. It is located near Sitra Bay, it has a good facilities related to beach activities, 44 chalets and 36 cabanas, 5 restaurants, marina and 10 swimming pools, and interesting beach, health club, water sports. Al-Bander attracts more than 75000 visitors yearly. 
Questions of the Study
The study presented a number of questions in order to identify the characteristics and preferences of the ecotourism sites in Bahrain. These include:
1. What are the preferences of recreational activities in Bahrain? 
Literature Review
Szell and Hallett IV, (2013), the study focused on attitudes and perceptions of local residents and tourism toward protected area of Retezat national park-Romania. Romania was one of the first countries to use scientific actions for the protection of its natural forests, and Retezat National Park is one of Romania's oldest national parks, the results of the study showed that local residents have low levels of awareness and concern, and hold negative perceptions of conservation within the national parks, due to restrictions imposed on access to natural resources. Approximately 75% of tourists stated that they would support conservation within Retezat National Park by paying higher entrance fees, while 64% of local residents stated that they are not in favor of supporting conservation efforts within the protected area. Thus, significant differences between local residents and tourists are evident. The study found out that tourists have significantly more positive attitudes and would be more willing to pay to support conservation efforts within the protected area when compared with local residents. Biru, Tessema and Urge, (2017). The aim of the study was to understand the perception and attitude of local people towards livestock wildlife interaction in order to optimize both livestock production and biodiversity conservation in protected areas in Awash National Park in Ethiopia. An Interview to 180 randomly selected households, re Awash National Park, Ethiopia presenting ethnic groups living around the park, was conducted from August to December 2015 using a semi-structured questionnaire. The study found out that 73% of the households would be ready to live in harmony with the park. However, 85% of park staff considered the community as a threat, due to high livestock grazing pressure and illegal park resource use. Overall, community attitude towards wildlife significantly varied due to educational level, income source, and distance of household from the park. The majority of respondents showed positive attitude towards wildlife, implying a better chance to mobilize the community for conservation activities in the park. Thus, expansion of formal and adult education as well as livelihood diversification strategies that could benefit the pastoral community to improve community attitude towards wildlife so that both wildlife conservation and livestock production can be optimized. Through this study, it can be concluded that lack of consensus on what ecotourism represents has led to many tourism products and services designed under the banner of ecotourism, yet they represent everything against conservation and communities' development.
Characteristics of the Sample
706 questionnaires were analyzed; however the size of population varies among analyzed variables due to the missing answers for different questions. Table 1 shows selected demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the surveyed sample. The sample population was mainly dominated by males (64.6%) and within the age category of young adults: (51.4 %) were 19-35 years old; married (57.9 %); Bahraini (45%); highly educated (45.5 % with college degree; and 22% with graduate degree); and represent the lower middle income population (41.6 %) earn less than 500 BD; and 26.9 % earn between 500 BD and 1000 BD. These findings reflect the fact respondents were chosen as leaders of their groups and that most visitors came in family groups. The data in Table 1 , also suggest that visitors to these sites are generally well educated, family- (table 2) , was found that the majority of respondents were driving their own car (78%), 58% undertaking short day trips during the weekends, and 30% during holidays to proximate resort like to Al-bander Resort. These high percentages as indicated in Table   2 are largely a function of the accessibility of the analyzed sites and the time and mode of transportation. Families prefer to have a one day trip during weekends and holidays as opposed to the time need for extended trips (19% for two day trips; and 11% for 3 and more day trips). The opportunity for several outdoor activities and services within the site appears to be a key factor because the most popular activities of respondents were swimming 71%, sports 42.4%, picnicking 35%, boating 29.3 %, sightseeing 26.1 %, photography 25.6 %, and fishing 23.8%. These activities reflect the recreational orientation of the The six tourist sites are located on the coast of Bahrain, and thus rich with marine biology and natural plants. Therefore, the study included questions regarding the awareness of Bahraini recreationists towards ecotourism. The awareness and knowledge of ecotourism will help in protecting the physical environment of Bahrain. A lack of community awareness and negative attitude towards ecotourism is likely to lead to depletion of the environment through mass tourism. Table 5 Table 7 shows the levels of interest in taking part of ecotourism. 51.6% of respondents are interested in taking part of ecotourism, and 32.4% are very interested in becoming involved in ecotourism, 12.7% have fair interest, while only 3.3% showed no interest. The optimistic interpretation of these findings suggests a bright future for ecotourism and constantly demand for more of governmental and private sector for ecotourism. This support can be achieved through improving all means of media which help in improving the level of awareness and interest in ecotourism among residents as well as among local tourist in Bahrain.
Conclusion
There is low level of awareness and interest in ecotourism among local communities in
Bahrain. This study proved the above mentioned statement and identified the factors which affect tourist perceptions and preference in choosing recreational sites. It also clearly shows variations in perceptions and preferences related to variations in the demographic and socioeconomic background of tourists.
This type of study is fundamental to tourism and recreation planning as a dynamic incremental process that affects the spatial structure of the economy, and the preservation of the environment as a national wealth. The ecotourism has a supply side and demand side, and focuses on the protection of the biodiversity of tourism and recreation sites. This can be achieved by implementing environmental laws that regulate the proper use and enjoyment of these sites without damaging the natural plants and living species. Laws alone are not enough or invoking them. There should be an environmental and cultural ecology of these sites by local residents and visitors alike.
The demand side focuses on the market side of tourism, the consumers, their perceptions, preferences and awareness of tourism sites. In addition, the focus on appreciation of the physical environment and willingness to respect, and protect the environmental and cultural ecology of these sites. This can be achieved through education, awareness, value systems and customer provider combined ethics.
Ecotourism sites must be viewed as attractions to sustain the environment and entertain tourists with a sense of environmental and cultural ecology. As much as
we are concerned about human rights, we must also become concerned about environmental rights. If the focus of satisfaction is limited to one side, definitely the other side will be the loser.
